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Daniel Webster's Knowledge of the Bible. — While a mere lad he read with such 
power and expression that the passing teamsters, who stopped to water their 
horses, used to get " "Webster's boy " to come out beneath the shade of the trees 
and read the Bible to them. Those who heard Mr. Webster, in later life, recite 
passages from the Hebrew prophets and Psalms, say that he held them spell- 
bound, while each passage, even the most familiar, came home to them in a new 
meaning. One gentleman says that he never received such ideas of the majesty 
of God and the dignity of man as he did one clear night when Mr. Webster, stand- 
ing in the open air, recited the eighth Psalm. 

Webster's mother observed another old fashion of New England in training 
ber son. She encouraged him to memorize such Scripture passages as impressed 
him. The boy's retentive memory, and his sensitiveness to Bible metaphors and 
to the rhythm of the English version, stored his mind with Scripture. On one 
occasion the teacher of the district school offered a jack-knife to the boy who 
should recite the greatest number of verses from the Bible. When Webster's 
turn came, he arose and reeled off so many verses that the master was forced to 
cry, " enough." It was the mother's training and the boy's delight in the idioms 
and music of King James's version that made him the "Biblical Concordance of 
the Senate." 

But these two factors made him more than a " concordance." The Hebrew 
prophets inspired him to eloquent utterances. He listened to them, until their 
vocabulary and idioms, as expressed in King James's translation, became his 
mother-tongue. Of his lofty utterances it may be said, as Wordsworth said of 
Milton's poetry, they are " Hebrew in soul." Therefore they project themselves 
into the future. 

The young man who would be a writer that shall be read, or an orator whom 
people will hear, should study the English Bible. Its singular beauty and great 
power as literature, the thousand sentiments and associations which use has 
attached to it, have made it a mightier force than any other book. — Youth's 
Companion. 



The Messianic Interpretation of Nathan's Prophecy to David, — This prophecy 
marks an important stage in the Old Testament revelation which prepared the 
way for the Messiah's coming. The primeval promise to Adam held out the hope 
of deliverance through " the seed of the woman ; " Abraham received the assur- 
ance that " in his seed should all the nations of the earth be blessed ; " Jacob in his 
dying blessing assigned the sceptre to Judah. Thus the whole human race, one 
nation of the race, and one tribe of the nation, were successively designated to be 
the means of realising the promise of blessing to mankind. And now by this pro- 
phetic declaration a further limitation was made, and the family of David was 
chosen out of the tribe of Judah as the depositai-y of the promise. 

At this epoch of the national history, Israel's hopes centred in the theocratic 
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kingdom, in the establishment of a government whose head was to be the visi- 
ble representative of Jehovah. And now by God's message through Nathan this 
kingdom was for ever promised to the house of David. To it therefore men's 
hopes were now directed as the destined instrument of salvation. 

But this prophecy does not speak of the Messiah as an individual ; it does not 
predict the perfect reign of a sinless king. It contemplates a succession of kings 
of David's line, who would be liable to fall into sin and would need the discipline 
of chastisement. The perfect king in whom, as we now know, the line was to 
culminate, and the prophecy receive its highest fulfilment, is not yet foreshadowed. 

It remained for prophet and psalmist, developing this fundamental revelation, 
to draw the picture of the ideal king who should spring from David's seed, and 
exercise dominion as the true representative of Jehovah on earth. As each 
human heir of David's line failed to fulfil the expectation, hope was carried forward 
and elevated, until He came to Whom is given the throne of His father David, 
and of Whose kingdom there shall be no end. 

The subsequent references to this great promise should be carefully studied. 

(a) David applies it to Solomon. 1 Chr. xxii., 9, 10; xxviii., 2 ff. 

(h) Solomon claims it for himself. 1 Kgs. v., 5; 2 Chr. yt., 7 ff.; 1 Kgs. viii., 
17-20. 

(c) It is confirmed to Solomon. 1 Kgs. ix., 4, a. 

(cJ) It is repeatedly affirmed, that in spite of the sin of individual kings, the 
kingdom shall not be withdrawn from David's house for his sake. 1 Kgs. xi., 31- 
39 ; XV., 4, 5 ; 2 Kgs. Vlll., 18, 19. 

(e) Ps. Lxxxix., written no doubt in the dark days when the monarchy was 
already tottering to its fall, recapitulates this promise, and pleads with God that 
He should not suffer it to be frustrated. See especially verses 19-37. Ps. cxxxii. , 
11, 12, and Is. lv., 3, also contain distinct references to it. — Kirlcpatrick in Cam- 
bridge Bibk for Schools, Second Samuel. 



The Will of Sennacherib. — Is it not a remarkable providence that the will of 
Sennacherib has been discovered ? It is the oldest will in the world, and it has 
survived in order to corroborate the Bible narrative ! For what does it reveal to us, 
and what light is thrown both by it and the annals of these ancient times upon 
this eventful story ? First of all we gather from the annals that Esarhaddon was 
not the eldest son, and then the will reveals to us that he was his father's favorite, 
and was made heir to his wea,lth to the exclusion of his brothers. Let us read the 
will: 

" I, Sennacherib, King of Multitudes, King of Assyria, have given chains of 
gold, stores of ivory, a cap of gold, other crowns and chains, besides all my riches, 
of which there are heaps, crystal, and other precious stones — over four hundred 
pounds weight — to Esarhaddon, my son, named Assurebil-mucin-pal, according to 
my wish : the treasures laid up in the temple of Amuk, and Nebo-irik-erba, the 
harpists of Nebo." 

At the time this will was made Esarhaddon was not the heir-apparent to the 
throne ; but the terms of the document, if they do not actually constitute him suc- 
cessor to the kingdom, afforded strong ground for suspicion that such was his 
father's intention. What, then, is more probable than that favoritism, such as 
this, stirred up the envy and passion of the sons who had been disinherited, and 
led them to wreak a terrible vengeance, in their act of parricide ? 



